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“‘Dominic Molise’, I said,
‘hold it. Is everything

going to be according to
plan? Examine your 

condition with care, take
an impartial survey of

your situation.’”

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

A Family Production

Was a Bad Year W hen 17-year-old Dominic
M olis e examines  his  condition
in Boulder, C olorado, he finds

it pretty dismal. It is  1933, the low
point of the G reat Depres s ion. His
br icklayer  father  has  had no work in
five months ; his  Italian family, M other,
Father, brother  Augie, s is ter  C lara and
grandmother  Bettina live in a cramped
house on A rapahoe S treet. He envies
his  wealthy fr iend, Ken Par r ish, and is
hopeles s ly in love with Ken’s  s is ter,
Dorothy. A ll Dominic has  faith in is
"T he A rm." His  left arm, which can
pitch s liders , knuckle balls  and fas t-
balls , is  his  ticket out of Boulder  and
his  entree into big league baseball. But
realizing his  dream is  tougher  than
Dom thought. W ithout resources , he
has  to resor t to tactics  that his  gentle
nature abhors . In this  poignant, ten-
der, funny memory play, when reality
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“Our path emerges for a while, then closes within a dream.” 
Ernest Dowson. Vitae Summa Brevis Spem Nos Vetat Incohare Longam. 1896.

—The Author—

John Fante was  bor n in C olorado in 1909. He
attended parochial s chool in Boulder  and R egis
High S chool, at that time a Jes uit boarding

s chool. He als o attended the Univer s ity of
C olorado and Long Beach C ity C ollege.

F ante began wr iting in 1929 and publis hed his
fir s t s hor t s tor y in T he A mer ican M er cur y in
1932. He publis hed numerous  s tor ies  in T he
A tlantic  M onthly , T he A mer ican M er cur y, T he
S atur day E vening Pos t, C ollier ’ s , E s quir e , and
H ar per ’ s  B azaar . H is  fir s t novel, W ait Until S pr ing ,
Bandini was  publis hed in 1938. T he following year
A s k the D us t appeared. (Both novels  have been
repr inted by B lack S par row P res s .)  In 1940, a col-
lection of his  s hor t s tor ies , Dago R ed, was  pub-
lis hed.

M eanwhile, F ante had been occupied extens ively
in s creen wr iting. S ome of his  credits  include Full
of L ife, Jeanne E agels , M y M an and I, T he
R eluctant S aint, S omething for  a L onely M an, M y
S ix  L oves and W alk on the W ild S ide.

John Fante was  s tr icken with diabetes  in 1955
and complications  brought about his  blindnes s
in 1978, but he continued to wr ite by dictation

to his  wife, Joyce, and the res ult was  D r eams  fr om
Bunker  H ill (B lack S par row P res s , 1982). He died
at the age of 74 on M ay 8, 1983.

In 1985, B lack S par row publis hed F ante’s  s elect-
ed s tor ies , T he W ine of Y outh, and two ear ly nov-
els , which had never  before been publis hed, T he
R oad to L os  A ngeles and 1933 W as  a Bad Y ear . In
1986, B lack S par row brought out two previous ly
unpublis hed novellas  under  the title W es t of R ome.
Full of L ife and T he B r other hood of the G r ape were
repr inted by B lack S par row in 1988.

In 1989, B lack S par row publis hed John F ante
and H.L . M encken: A  P er s onal C or r es pondence
1930-1952 , and mos t recently in 1991, they pub-
lis hed F ante’s  S elec ted L etter s  1932-1981 . ( from
book jacket to 1933 W as  a Bad Y ear by John
Fante. S anta Barbara: B lack S par row P res s ,
1995.)

Source: www.baseball-reference.com19
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Joe McCarthy, Manager
Bill D ickey, C
Lou Gher ig, 1B
Tony Lazzer i, 2B
Joe S ewell, 3B
F rankie C osetti, S S
Ben C hapman, O F
Ear le C ombs , O F
Babe R uth, O F
Dixie W alker
L yn Lar y
S ammy Byrd
Doc Far rell
A r t Jorgens
Tony R ensa
Joe G len
Billy W erber
R ed R uffing

Lefty Gomez
Johnny A llen
Rus s  V anatta
Danny M acfayden
Jumbo Brown
Don Brennan
C har lie Devens
Herb Pennock
George Uhle
W iley M oore
George P ipgras

Charlie Grimm,
Manager, 1B
Gabby Har tnett, C
Billy Herman, 2B
W oody English, 3B
Billy Jurges , S S
F rank Demaree, O F
Babe Herman, O F
R iggs  S tephenson,
O F
K iki C uyler  
M ark Koenig
Har vey Hendr ick
G illy C ampbell
Jim M os lof
T aylor  Douthit
S tan Hack
Dolph C amilli
Z ack T aylor

Babe Phelps
Lon W arneke
Guy Bush
C har lie R oot
Bud T inning
Pat M alone
L ynn Nelson
Bur leigh G r imes
Roy Henshaw
Leroy Her rmann
Ber yl R ichmond
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Italian immigration to the U.S . brought more than
four  m illion people between 1870 and 1920. L ike
mos t immigrants , Italians  came to the U.S . in

search of better  lives . S tor ies  from Amer ica prom-
is ed higher  wages , better  living conditions  and
greater  independence.  C olorado attracted Italians
because it had great m ineral wealth, wooded areas
and fer tile soil. A  European newspaper  des cr ibed it
as  the "Italy of W es ter n Amer ica."9

T he political climate of Italy also contr ibuted to
the vas t emigration. T he Italian R evolution for  a uni-
fied countr y began in the mid-1800s  and in 1871
Italy was  proclaimed an independent nation.
A lthough the revolution achieved its  goal, the politi-
cal, s ocial, and economic conditions  were s low to
improve. T his  was  especially tr ue for  lower-clas s
working families  whose greates t numbers  populated
southern Italy, or  the region des cr ibed as  the
M ezzogior no. T hey worked on farms  and vineyards
in r ural areas  with little pay and ver y poor  living
conditions .  A pproximately 75 percent of all Italian
immigrants  came from the M ezzogior no and sought
mining and field work in the southern and wes ter n
U.S .  

T he fir s t Italians  to head for  C olorado were from
Ligur ia, one of the mos t mountainous  regions  of
Italy. F rom Genoa, the four  Garbar ino brothers  came
to the untamed wilder nes s . O ne of them, Louis , ulti-
mately made his  home in Boulder  and by 1870, had
made enough money from mining to s end for  a fifth
brother. M os t of the Italian émigrés  headed for  the

mountains  because C olorado mines  were booming
from 1880-1890. T hey supplanted the English,
W elsh and C ornish workmen in their  s earch for
gold, s ilver, iron, lead and copper. T hey also worked
in the fields  of granite and frees tone quar r ying.

Because of their  numbers , they exper ienced preju-
dice. T he Ku K lux K lan in Boulder  made them a tar -
get for  their  enmity and called them "Dagos "— a
derogator y vers ion of the name Diego. T he Italians
"did the hardes t, mos t dangerous  work in the coun-
ty—coal m ining—but the K lan s tereotyped them as
lazy, unproductive paras ites ."10 Despite s er ious  dis -
cr im inator y conditions , the Italians  managed to inte-
grate themselves  into the community. 

T he 1930 census  repor ted 103 fir s t- or  s econd-
generation Italian immigrants  living in Boulder
C ounty out of 32,456 total inhabitants . A lthough the
s tatis tic sugges ts  that Italian ances tr y was  not a
large por tion of Boulder ’s  population, it does  not
take into account families  with a longer  his tor y in
the region. T he indus tr ious  fir s t-generation Italians
worked hard not only for  profit and the indus tr y of
C olorado, but to provide better  lives  for  their  chil-
dren. T he succes s  of future generations  in profes -
s ional and white-collar  jobs  ear ned Italian
Amer icans  respect for  their  contr ibutions  to
C olorado’s  his tor y and future. "T he R ocky M ountain
W es t provided them with a gratifying time of
growth, a time to build and plant their  roots  deeply
into the soil.11

Italian Immigration
to Colorado

"Chi lascia la via vecchia per la nuova sa quel 
che perde e non sa quell che trova."

"He who gives up the old ways for the new ones knows what he has lost but not what lies ahead." 
–Italian Proverb



In 1858, a C aptain A ikins  led a
small par ty of gold s eekers  to
the C olorado M ountains  and the

present s ite of Boulder. P r ior  to
1858, few settlers  knew of
Boulder ’s  green valleys  and gras s y
plains  that lay eas t of the R ocky
M ountains . It was  the winter  hunt-
ing grounds  of the C omanche, the
K iowa, the C heyenne and the
A rapaho; other wise, the area was
unsettled and unchar ted.

T he prospectors  es tablished a
winter  camp on Boulder  C reek. Gold
was  found, news  spread and
inevitably, more people ar r ived. O n
Februar y 10, 1859, the Boulder
C ity Town C ompany was  organized.
T he word “ boulder”  was  chosen
because of the profus ion of large
boulders  in the area. Boulder  was
applied to town, creek, and canyon
as  well as  to the company’s  name. 

T he new inhabitants  appropr iated
the choices t lands  — lands  that s till
belonged to the Native Amer icans
by natural r ight and by the T reaty
of For t Laramie of 1851. Another
treaty was  negotiated, the For t
W ise T reaty of 1861 that moved
the S outhern A rapaho and
C heyenne to a tiny reser vation in
the ar id flats  of southeas ter n
C olorado. Native Amer icans  remain-
ing in the Boulder  area suffered
from dis ease, s tar vation and attack
as  the white s ettlement grew and
depleted the native’s  resources .
T he M edicine Lodge T reaty of 1867
forced the few S outhern A rapaho
who sur vived out of C olorado to a
reser vation in what is  now nor th-
wes ter n O klahoma.

T he development of Boulder
s tar ted almos t immediately.
T he Boulder  V alley and

C entral C ity W agon R oad, a toll
enterpr is e, s tar ted in 1865. In
1870, there were expectations  of
obtaining a railroad and a univers i-
ty. T he town of Boulder  was  incor-

porated on the 4th of November
1871 and re-incorporated with

enlarged boundar ies  in Febr uar y
1878. In 1873, both the C olorado
C entral R ailroad and the Denver  &
Boulder  V alley railroad reached the
city.

T he population of Boulder  grew
from 343 in 1870 to 3,069 in

1890.12 In 1900, it had 6,150
res idents .  “ … Boulder  shunned
indus tr y and s trove to become the
‘ A thens  of C olorado,’  as  Editor
Lucius  Paddock of the Boulder  Daily
C amera s aid. T he new A thens ,
Paddock wrote in his  June 11, 1896
edition, boas ted ‘ churches  and
excellent s chools , a cultural society,
happy homes , and the Univers ity of
C olorado.’ ”  Boulder ’s  fir s t newspa-
per, V alley N ews , debuted on Apr il
3, 1867. T he paper  that is  today’s
Boulder Daily C amera, was  fir s t

published in 1890.13 T he fir s t
church built in Boulder  was  the
C ongregational C hurch begun in
1866 and dedicated in 1870. T he
fir s t volunteer  fire depar tment, the
Phoenix Hook and Ladder  C ompany,
was  formed in 1875 and Boulder
High, the fir s t high s chool in
C olorado, graduated its  fir s t clas s
in 1876. M ount S aint Ger tr ude’s
A cademy, the fir s t pr ivate s chool,
was  founded in 1891; the Boulder
C olorado S anitar ium for  tuberculo-
s is  patients  began in 1895 and the
C olorado C hautauqua, a center  for
ar tis tic, educational, cultural,
social, and recreational program-
ming, held its  fir s t as sembly in
1898. 

In 1859, the town founders
planned a town with unusually large
lots  and generous  public amenities .
By 1900, the city had acquired
more than 1800 acres  of parkland
and adopted vis ionar y plans  for
acquir ing much more dur ing the

20th centur y. Boulder  became a
Home Rule city with a city manager
form of government on Januar y 1,
1918. Town meetings  initially
focused on lot s ize, railroads , the
univers ity, water  supply, s chools

and other  impor tant community
is sues . Boulder ’s  management of
growth has  made it a national pro-
totype. To protect their  s cenic
foothills  from development, local
government has  initiated a 5750-
foot “ blue line”  for  water  s er vices .
Fur ther  they initiated the fir s t open
space tax in the United S tates  and
in 1971 approved a 55-foot building
height lim it. 

S ince 1970, Boulder  C ounty
officials  have viewed r ural
preser vation as  a way to

manage growth and preser ve the
quality of life. In 1976, voters
approved a 2% res idential growth
lim itation and subsequent ordi-
nances  continue to lim it the number
of res idential building permits .
T hese plans  to lim it growth to a
manageable level are creating a
challenge in the form of affordable
hous ing for  Boulder ’s  m iddleclas s .
A  trans ferable development r ights
program now permits  more clus -
tered hous ing in exchange for  s et-
ting as ide open space. A greements
between the county and its  cities
also preser ve agr icultural land, as
do conser vation easements  that
leave land for  crops  and lives tock.
C onsequently, “ Boulder  enters  the

21s t centur y endowed with a
superb greenbelt, exhilarating
mountain parks  and a fir s t-rate city

park s ys tem.” 14

B O U L D E RB O U L D E R
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In October 1929—only a few months  after  the Republican
pres ident, Herber t Hoover, took office—the s tock mar-
ket crashed. T he average value of 50 leading s tocks  fell

by almost half in two months . T he s lide continued until
1932, when s tock pr ices  were barely one-four th of what
they had been in 1929.

T he causes  of the C rash of 1929 were many. T he agricul-
tural economy had collapsed in 1919 and continued to be
weak. Because of poor regulatory policies , many banks
were overextended in loans . W ages  had not kept up with
profits , and by the late 1920s ,
consumers  had reached the limit
of their  ability to bor row and
spend. T hus , production began
to decline and unemployment
began to r ise. T he C rash was
also precipitated by s tock pr ices
that were much higher than their
actual value. C onfidence was
destroyed in both inves tors  and
consumers .

"His tor ians  attr ibute the use of
the term ‘ depress ion’  to Herber t
Hoover, who used the word to
character ize the s tate of the
A mer ican economy in the
months  following the C rash of
1929."2 He thought the term
"panic" was  too fr ightening, but,
in truth, there was  much to fear.
"T he 1,352 banks  that failed in
1930 represented more than 853
million dollars  in depos its . In
1931, 2,294 banks  went under,
with depos its  of over 1.7 billion
dollars . In 1930, 26,355 bus i-
nesses  failed. T hat number was
surpassed in 1931 by 28,285
failures . T he 451,800 corpora-
tions  left in bus iness  in 1932 had a combined deficit of 5.64
billion dollars . By the end of 1931, unemployment had
climbed to 8 million and in a few months  would approach 12
million."3

T he effect of such s tatis tics  could be seen in individual
human lives  as  people s truggled bravely to go on.
America had always  had a long tradition of neighbor-

liness  and charity, but there was  not enough pr ivate charity
to go around. It was  up to each municipality to care for its
own. A s  the depress ion worsened in 1930, towns  and cities

were unable to care for their  needy and people were unable
to give donations . W ithout money, the leas t for tunate
begged and picked over refuse in garbage dumps . T he nov-
elis t T homas  W olfe wrote: “ T hese scenes  of suffer ing, vio-
lence, oppress ion, hunger, cold and the filth and pover ty
going on unheeded—left a scar upon my life.” 4 “ S till
P res ident Hoover ins is ted that the Federal government
should not spend money for the relief of individual citizens .
When the 1930 drought brought more disas ter to farmers ,
Hoover urged C ongress  to appropriate money to be loaned

to farmers  to buy such things  as
seed and cattle feed. His  oppo-
nents  taunted him that he was
willing to feed cattle but not peo-
ple.” 5

P res ident Hoover  exper i-
mented with federally
financed public works , but

only on a lim ited bas is . H is
adm inis tr ation  created the
R econs tr uction F inance
C orporation with two billion dol-
lars  for  rescuing hard-pressed
banks , railroads , factor ies  and
farmers . A fraid of sapping the
initiative and will of the average
worker, Hoover was  reluctant to
make the Federal government an
employer. An enemy of big gov-
ernment, Hoover wanted to r ide
out the bad times  rather than
abandon the individualis tic, capi-
talis tic s ys tem  he felt had
worked so well. Hoover ’s  failures
and mis takes  guaranteed that
whomever the Democrats  nomi-
nated in 1932 would become the
new P res ident. A nd it was
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, gov-

ernor of New York, who won the Pres idency with a large
margin, while the Democrats  also won major ities  in both
Houses  of C ongress .

Immediate relief, recovery and reform were Roosevelt’s
aims  when he took office. In a 99-day sess ion, C ongress
passed an his tor ic number of impor tant bills , most of them
emanating from the White House. One bill created a Federal
Emergency Relief Adminis tration (FERA) that eventually
paid  close to 3 billion dollars  for  relief or  for  wages  on pub-
lic works . Another bill es tablished the C ivilian C onser vation

The Great Depression

“In the entire history of

American capitalism, there

has been only one Great

Depression. In more recent

years the United States has

suffered ‘recessions,’ the 

current term of preference, 

at frequent intervals. But no

economic downturn has been

as severe as that of the 

Great Depression, one of the

few true national crises in

American history.”1

5



C orps  (C C C ) that employed
3 million young people in
fores tr y work, road building
and flood control. O ut
of these two agencies  grew
the W orks  P rogress
Adminis tration (WPA) of
1935. Another emergency
act gave the Pres ident
power to regulate banking
and reopen solvent banks .
An impor tant measure of
1933 set up the National
Recovery Adminis tration
(NRA) which tr ied to put
industry on its  feet by
shor tening work hours , rais -
ing wages  and eliminating
cut-throat competition. 

Beginning in 1935,
C ongress  also passed a
ser ies  of social security
laws  that gave pens ions  to
the aged, insurance to the
unemployed and benefit pay-
ments  to disabled children
and dependent 
mothers .

Despite all these effor ts ,
the Great Depress ion res is -
ted the remedies .
Unemployment  remained
high; wages  were s till below
the pre-1929 level; the
Gross  National P roduct
(GNP) of 1939 had
increased only s lightly to
three per cent beyond what
it had been in 1929 and 9
million people were s till
unemployed.  "T he national
cr is is , the Great
Depress ion, was  not over
even as  the next national
cr is is , W orld W ar II,
loomed.  But not even the
trauma of war and the
return of peacetime pros -
perity following the defeat
of Germany and Japan could
purge the Great Depress ion
from the memories  of those
who had lived through it." 6

The greaT DePressioN
iN BouLDer, CoLoraDo   

T he 1930s  in Boulder  were much like those years  in any other  par t
of the countr y—not much was  going on because nobody had any
money to do anything. Boulder  families  were s tr uggling like ever y-

one els e; social s er vices  were meager  because it was  as sumed "ever y-

one would take care of their  own."7 However, the city of Boulder  did
offer  help to recipients  who worked on civic projects  as  a means  of sub-
s is tence. T hese workers  were paid one to two dollars  a day, per forming
labor  such as  ins talling water  mains , tr imming trees , improving roads
and shoveling snow. Hardly more than a thousand dollars  a month was
expended on these projects  by the city and sometimes  as  little as  one
hundred dollars .

T he local government also pinched pennies . Boulder  cut the s alar ies  of
its  twelve-man fire depar tment in June 1932 to $114.75 a month. It also
reduced police pay by 15%. T he chief received $153.75 a month while
patrolmen were paid $114.75.

In July 1933, the fir s t group of the C ivilian C onser vation C orps  (C C C )
moved into the town and camped along Boulder  C reek at S ixth S treet. A
program of the New Deal, they were paid thir ty-two dollars  a month, but
had to s end twenty-two dollars  back to their  families . In the Boulder
area, the C C C  opened up fire lanes  in the mountain park lands , made
horse trails , improved hiking trails  and pulled out trees  infected with the
Black Hills  beetle. T hey also built F lags taff R oad, the S unr is e
Amphitheater  on F lags taff M ountain, a lodge on G reen M ountain and a
rock garden for  the C hautauqua grounds .

In 1936, the W orks  P rogres s  Adminis tration (WPA ), another  New
Deal enterpr is e, built the M ar y R ippon O utdoor  T heater  at the
Univers ity of C olorado, the golf course at the F latirons  C ountr y C lub

and Beach Park. In addition, federal grants  given dur ing the Depres s ion
provided funds  for  building s everal r ural Italian s tyle buildings  at C U.
S ewall Hall was  built in 1934, the National His tor y M useum in 1935 and
Balch F ieldhouse in 1936.

But many felt that not enough was  being done to help the needy. T he
Federal Emergency R elief A gency (FERA ) was  often cr iticized for  ignor-
ing minor ity groups , such as  the Latinos . Helen F is cher  of Boulder  was
extremely vocal on this  matter. S he told Har r y Hopkins , adminis trator  of

FERA  that "reactionar y politicians " failed to help the poor.8 

By 1934, times  were extremely difficult in Boulder  and town spir it was
lacking. T he Junior  C hamber  of C ommerce, the S enior  C hamber  and the
Boulder  C ounty M etal A s sociation joined together  to produce Pow-W ow
Days  in an effor t to cheer  people up. Pow-W ow began on Augus t 1, 1934
and included a 40-mile bicycle race from Boulder  to Longmont and back,
and a beauty contes t. T he Hard R ock Dr illing C hampionship of the W or ld
was  es tablished, br inging miners  in from Neder land, Leadville,
James town and C limax to compete. In the city named after  a boulder,
suitable rocks  had to be brought down from the mountains  for  dr illing.
But the day was  a succes s  and did lift s pir its  of the citizens  if only tem-
porar ily.
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ABRUZZI: a region in the center
of Italy that is  par t of the
Apennine M ountains . Bes ides
mountains , the area is  full of nar -
row gorges  and uninhabited
fores ts . In bas ins  sheltered from
the wind are orchards  of almond
and olive trees .
T ORRIC ELLA PELIGNO : a village
due eas t of R ome in the Abruzzi
region.
S LOAN’S  LINIM ENT : a medicinal
fluid applied to the s kin for  the
purpose of soothing aching mus -
cles ; pr imar ily used on horses .
GRET A GARBO : a S wedish-
Amer ican actres s  who has  been
called the mos t famous  actres s  in
motion picture his tor y. S he
s tar red in such 1930s  films  as
C amille, A nna C hr is tie, N inotchka,
and G rand Hotel.
JEAN HARLOW: a glamorous  film
actres s  of the 1930s  who s tar red
in such films  as  Hell’ s  A ngels ,
Public  E nemy, and P latinum
B londe.
M IRIAM  HOPKINS : a film  s tar  of
the 1930s  whose pictures  includ-

ed T he S miling L ieutenant, Becky
S harp, and D r . Jekyll and M r .
H yde.
CAROLE LOM BARD: a sophis ti-
cated comedienne of 1930s  films
such as  T wentieth C entur y, M y
M an G odfr ey and T o Be or  N ot to
Be. S he died tragically in a plane
crash in 1942 while retur ning
from a US  Bond-selling tour.
GINGER ROGERS : film  actres s
and dancer  who achieved her
greates t acclaim as  F red
A s taire’s  par tner  in such 1930s
movies  as  F lying Down to R io,
42nd S tr eet, G old D igger s  of
1933 and T he G ay D ivor cee.
YEHUDI M ENUHIN: an Amer ican
violinis t who was  a child prodigy
and went on to achieve greater
succes s  as  an adult.
FRANK COS ET T I: shor ts top for
the New York Y ankees  between
1932-1948.
JOE DI M AGGIO : outfielder  for
the New York Y ankees  between
1936-1951.

LEW FONS ECA : s econd baseman
for  the C incinnati R eds ,
Philadelphia Phillies  and C leveland
Indians  between 1921-1933.
LOU GEHRIG: fir s t baseman for
the New York Y ankees  between
1923-1939.
CHARLIE  GRIM M : fir s t baseman
for  the S t. Louis  C ardinals ,
P ittsburgh P irates  and C hicago
C ubs  between 1918-1936.
GABBY HART NET T : catcher  for
the C hicago C ubs  between 1922-
1940.
T ONY LAZZERI: s econd baseman
for  the New York Y ankees
between 1926-1939.
BABE PINELLI: third baseman for
the C incinnati R eds  from 1922-
1927.
HACK WILS ON: outfielder  for  T he
New York Y ankees , C hicago C ubs ,
and Brooklyn Dodgers  between
1923-1934.
JOE M cCART HY : manager  of the
C hicago C ubs  in the 1930s .
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ACTIVITIES
READING AND WRIT ING
For Discussion
Grandma Bettina and the elders  in the M olis e family face
the is sues  of speaking English as  a s econd language.
Perhaps  you have had the exper ience of vis iting a foreign
countr y in which the citizens  speak another  language.  How
do you think this  would make you feel?  How would you
feel if you had to live in this  countr y ever yday?  What prob-
lems  would you face on a daily bas is ?  How would your  life
be different compared to the way you live now?

Activities
•S tudents  apply thinking s kills  to their  s peaking, lis tening
and 
v iewing. 
C olorado M odel C ontent S tandard: R eading and W r iting #4

G ibber ish is  a common improvis ation technique used in the-
atre clas ses  and rehears al. G ibber ish is  defined as  a made-
up language that forces  the actor  to communicate through
non-verbal techniques . S elect two volunteers  from your
clas s : one of them should speak gibber ish while the other
speaks  English. Help the s tudent speaking gibber ish identi-
fy an objective or  something he/she wants  from the other
person. S tar t with a s imple, achievable objective such as  "I
want him to s it in a chair" or  "I want her  to leave the
room." T he s tudent speaking gibber ish will have to commu-
nicate any way that he/she can in order  to achieve the
objective. T he s cene is  complete once the objective has
been reached.

Next, repeat the activity adding given circus tances . G iven
circums tances  are the fictional "who, what, where and why"
of theatre. For  example, the s tudent who speaks  gibber ish
may be a tour is t as king for  directions  to a hotel. O r, the
s tudent who is  speaking English may be tr ying to exchange
money with a bank teller  who speaks  gibber ish. A fter  each
scene has  been per formed, dis cus s  how each actor  used
non-verbal communication to get what he wanted.

• S tudents  wr ite and s peak for  a var iety of pur pos es  and
audiences .
C olorado M odel C ontent S tandard: R eading and W r iting #2

1933 could be clas s ified as  either  a memory play or  a mat-
uration s tor y.  A  memory play is  one in which a protago-
nis t, or  main character, reflects  upon the events  of the
play.  A  maturation s tor y is  a s tor y in which the protago-
nis t exper iences  events  that lead him/her  to lear n a moral
or  life les son. A fter  s eeing the play, decide which of the
genres  bes t des cr ibes  this  play: memory play or  matura-
tion s tor y. C an you identify examples  of both forms  of nar -
ration from the play? S elect one of these genres  and create
a lis t of examples  from the play or  another  piece of litera-
ture that clas s ify it as  either  a memory or  maturation
s tor y.

• S tudents  r ead and r ecognize liter atur e as  a r ecor d of
human exper ience.
C olorado M odel C ontent S tandard: R eading and W r iting #6

1933 is  adapted from a novel wr itten by a native
C oloradan. O ne can presume that many of the aspects  of
the s tor y such as  s etting, characters  and s ituations  are
der ived from the author ’s  life. A fter  s eeing the play, wr ite
about an event in your  life that deeply affected you. C hoose
one of the literar y genres  lis ted above (memory or  matura-
tion s tor y) in which to nar rate your  s tor y. What perspec-
tive will you wr ite from: the present or  pas t? Des cr ibe how
this  event impacted your  life and what les sons  you lear ned
from it.

S OC IAL S C IENCES
"Human beings  have been on the move s ince prehis tor ic
times . O ne of the mos t ancient identifiable m igrations
brought A s ians  to the Amer icas  some 30,000 years  ago.
T he fir s t wr itten record of a mas s  m igration is  the biblical
s tor y of the Jews  leaving Egypt in s earch of the P romised
Land. Between 1800 and 1970, 40 million people left
Europe for  Nor th Amer ica, in what is  now called the
A tlantic M igration. T he latter  par t of the 20th C entur y has
seen mas s  m igrations  of refugees  from war  and economic
want all over  the globe." (K ids  D is cover y: Immigr ation,
1999.) 

For Discussion
What would it take for  you to pack up jus t a few of your
mos t cher ished pos ses s ions  and move permanently to
another  countr y? What personal character is tics  would
enable you to succes s fully emigrate? Why has  Amer ica
always  been one of the chief receiving nations  for  immi-
grants  and refugees ? How do you think the plight of the
immigrant has  changed throughout his tor y? How has  it
s tayed the s ame? How might Dom ’s  s ituation of wanting to
leave Boulder  reflect G randma Bettina’s  emigration?

Vocabulary: Define the following terms :
Immigrant
Emigrant
R efugee

Activities
• S tudents  know how to inter pr et and evaluate pr imar y and
s econdar y s our ces  of his tor ical information.
C olorado M odel C ontent S tandard: His tor y #2.2
• S tudents  know the char acter is tics , location, dis tr ibution
and m igr ation of human populations .
C olorado M odel C ontent S tandard: Geography #4.1

G randmother  Bettina is  an example of the millions  of those
who immigrated to Amer ica dur ing the A tlantic M igration.
T he greates t number  of immigrants  from Eas ter n Europe
(including Italy and the S lavic countr ies ) ar r ived between
the years  1880-1900. R esearch the events  that were taking
place in Italy dur ing this  era that m ight have caused this
mas s  emigration. W ere people leaving their  home countr ies
because of political, economic, religious  or  personal rea-
sons?  A fter  researching the pos s ible his tor ic implications ,
choose one of these and create a fictional biography of
Dominic’s  G randmother  Bettina. Des cr ibe her  life before
she left Italy, the reasons  she left and how her  life has
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changed. You may choose to wr ite your  fictional account in
any genre: as  a s tor y, a diar y, a letter, a monologue or  a
fictional inter view.

• S tudents  us e chr onology to examine and explain his tor i-
cal r elations hips .
C olorado M odel C ontent S tandard: His tor y #1.3

T he G reat Depres s ion was  a traumatizing time in
Amer ica’s  his tor y affecting ever y aspect of life. A fter
researching the era, create a time-line of the events  that
led up to and/or  marked T he G reat Depres s ion. Be sure
your  time-line includes  impor tant events  from a var iety of
areas : politics , economics , enter tainment, medical, s ocial,
etc.  A fter  creating the time-line, s elect one event from
each subject area and answer  the following ques tions : Why
was  this  an impor tant event dur ing the G reat Depres s ion?
How did this  event impact the future? How would life be
different today if this  event never  occur red? 

• S tudents  know how to us e maps , globes  and other  geo-
gr aphic tools  to acquir e, pr oces s  and r epor t information
fr om a s patial per s pective.
C olorado M odel C ontent S tandard: Geography #1.1
• S tudents  apply knowledge of people, places , and env ir on-
ments  to under s tand the pas t and pr es ent and to plan for
the futur e.
C olorado M odel C ontent S tandard: Geography #6

T here are many references  in 1933 to actual places  in and
around Boulder, C olorado. R esearch the following lis t of
places  and s ee if you can find their  actual location on a
map:
• Boulder  High S chool
• Boulder  P reparator y S chool
• C ollege Hill
• Univers ity of C olorado
• Apollo T heatre
• Boulder  C reek
Us ing a modern-day map of Boulder, identify where these
places  are or  used to be. How many are s till s tanding? A re
they s till used for  their  or iginal purpose? What has
emerged in Boulder  that wasn’ t there in 1933? How do you
think Boulder  has  changed s ince 1933? How will it be dif-
ferent 67 years  from now?

M AT HEM AT IC S
• S tudents  develop number  s ens e and us e number s  and
number  r elations hips  in pr oblem-s olv ing s ituations  and
communicate the r eas oning us ed in s olv ing thes e pr ob-
lems .
C olorado M odel C ontent S tandards : M athematics  #1
• S tudents  us e data collection and analys is , s tatis tics , and
probability in pr oblem-s olv ing s ituations . C olorado M odel

C ontent S tandards : M athematics  #3

Use the following theorems  to figure the s tatis tics  of 1933
ballplayers :

Glossary
• H = Number  of Hits
• AB = Number  of T imes    

A t-bat
• BB = Bases  on Balls  or

Number  of W alks
• HBP  = Hit by P itch,

automatic walk
• S F  = S acr ificed fly balls
• C S  = C aught S tealing
• 2B = doubles
• 3B = tr iples
• HR  = homeruns
• GIDP  = G rounded into

double play
• IBB = Intentional bases

on balls
• S H = S acr ifice hits
• S B = S tolen Bases
• RBI = R uns  batted in
• PO  = Putouts
• A  = A s s is ts
• E  = E r rors
Batting A verage = H divided by AB
Total bases  (T B) = H + 2B + (3B times  2) + (HR  times  3)
S lugging percentage = T B divided by AB
F ielding percentage = (PO  + A ) divided by (PO  + A  + E )

Activities
1) In his  career, Joe D iM aggio had a total of 6,821 at-bats
and 2,214 hits . What was  his  batting average? (Hint:
Batting averages  are rounded to the fir s t 3 decimal
spaces )
2) Joe D iM aggio had a total number  of 1,537 RBIs  over
thir teen s easons . What was  his  RBI average per  s eason?
3) In 1933 Tony Lazzer i’s  s tatis tics  were as  follows : 154
hits , 22 doubles , 12 tr iples , 18 homeruns , and 523 times
at bat. W ith this  information, compute Lazzer i’s  s lugging
percentage. (Hint: S lugging percentage is  rounded to the
fir s t 3 decimal spaces .)
4) F igure Tony Lazzer i’s  fielding percentage for  1933 us ing
the following s tatis tics : 338 putouts , 407 as s is ts , and 25
er rors . (Hint: F ielding percentage is  rounded to the fir s t 3
decimal spaces .)
5) Hack W ilson’s  total bases  for  1933 numbered 140. How
many hits  did he have cons ider ing he had 13 doubles , 2
tr iples , and 9 homeruns?
6) Us ing the above information, what was  Hack W ilson’s
batting average for  1933? He went to bat 360 times . 
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7) Gabby Har tnett played for  the C ubs  for  19 s easons  with a total number  of 1912 hits .  What was  his  average hitting
s cored per  s eason?
8) Gabby Har tnett’s  1933 s lugging average was  .433 out of 490 times  at bat. If he received 21 doubles , 4 tr iples  and 16
homeruns , how many hits  did he have for  the 1933 season?

Answer Key
1) .325
2) 118
3) .486
4) .968
5) 96
6) .267
7) 100.63
8) 135
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